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Why Azim Premji University?
Combined learning from
both theory and practice

Collaborative
learning environment

Diverse and
inclusive community

Student support systems
at various levels

Vibrant campus life

Why Education?
We believe that education can and should contribute to human development
and well-being. India has one of the largest education systems in the world
and the education sector requires capable and competent practitioners who
can work towards improvement of the quality of education. Today there is a
dire need for teacher educators, curriculum and textbook developers, school
administrators, and researchers and policy implementers, who can help
implement the reform initiatives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

The Master of Arts in Education (M.A Ed) programme at
Azim Premji University aims to develop reflective educational
practitioners who can reform the education system.

M.A Education Programme Gives You
Knowledge and direct
experience required to be an
education professional
Preparation for a wide array of roles,
and a meaningful career path in the
education sector

A rigorous, and challenging
environment to understand the
process of education reform

Student Speak
I wanted to do something more impactful for society than working in the
Software Industry. The field of Education has always appealed to me.
Azim Premji University has highly qualified faculty and close collaboration
with many states of India, where students get to have an immersive
experience of working in the field of education. The experience gained
through the program is not just theoretical but also real and from the
field, which prepares one to be an eﬀective educational practitioner at
education. It taught me that education is the key to freedom.
Anantha Madhava,
(M.A Ed - 2021-23)

Soon after graduation, I realized that the education I received requires a
change in the way it was imparted. Diving deep only led me to understand
that a change has to be done bottom-up. The M.A Education course at Azim
Premji University does just that; a deeper insight into bridging the gaps that
exist in the present education system in an evidential manner through the
field practices and ways it can be improved starting from scratch.
Sanjana KR,

(M.A Ed - 2021-23)

Working professionals
Candidates with prior work experience are encouraged to apply for the M.A Ed
programme. They bring in decision making capabilities and management skills
that are required to bring about large scale reform in education.

Eligibility / Selection
You should be looking for a career in the education sector and be deeply concerned
about issues in school education. A Bachelorʼs degree in any discipline from a
recognised university in India or abroad. Bachelorʼs students appearing for final exams
can also apply if they complete the graduation before the commencement of the
academic programme.

3 Assessments for Joining
Azim Premji University
National entrance test
(common for all
postgraduate programmes)

Personal interviews
for shortlisted candidates

Subject-area assessment*

*The M.A Education programme requires students to take an additional assessment of their interest,
knowledge and aptitude (up to grade X level only) in one of these subject areas: Mathematics, Science,
Social Studies, Language, or Early Childhood Education.

Programme And Its Structure
The M.A in Education helps students develop an understanding of the theories that help engage
with core issues of education, combined with direct experiences of what it is to be a practitioner
of education. This programme equips students with foundational capabilities in teaching and
learning, curriculum design, material development, teacher education, educational research,
and policy development and analysis.
The courses are taught by academics and practitioners through classroom lectures and discussions,
workshops, games and simulations, guest lectures, colloquia, and field practice.
It is a 72-credit, two-year, full-time postgraduate degree
programme over four semesters with extensive field engagement.

Taught courses
(Core and Elective)

Open courses

Independent study
(optional)

Field practice
and practicum

Courses
Disciplinary knowledge
Sociology of Education
Child Development and Learning
Philosophy of Education

Understanding the education system
Introduction to School System in India
Schools as Organisations
Curriculum Studies
Teacher Professional Development
Aesthetics and Art in Education

Curriculum And Pedagogy Electives
The programme oﬀers the choice of studying one school
subject area in depth, through a set of four courses.
The choices are as follows:
Early Childhood Education
Language Education
Mathematics Education
Science Education
Social Studies Education

(Four courses: Nature of the subject,
Organisation of curriculum, Material
development, Teaching-Learning,
and Assessment.)

Research and Reflection
Field Research
Consolidation of Programme Experience
Electives and Independent study
Three or more electives from a basket of courses
(For e.g. Inclusive Education, Assessment practices,
Advanced Social Research, Democratic Education etc.)

Explore a topic of interest in the form
of an independent study.

Field Engagement And Practice
Field practice is oﬀered in: public schools, non-governmental or governmental organisations,
government schools, and teacher professional development centres in the field institutes of
Azim Premji Foundation.
The field practice has four components :
Weekly practicum
Organised activities in a school.
Field Practice 1
Exposure to the public education system, a government school,
and the community in which the school functions.

2 weeks
(2 credits)

Field Practice 2
Closely observe an organised intervention in a school by a
government organisation or an NGO or an educational firm.

3 weeks
(2 credits)

Field Practice 3
First-hand experience of working in a government school, or an
early childhood education centre: teaching, teacher development
activities, research work and school improvement activities.

12 weeks
(10 credits)

Open Course
Explore areas of human and social interest that focus on themes related
to the arts, culture, sciences and other subjects of topical interest.

Assessment and Grading
Continuous assessment and grading through multiple modes:
Quizzes

Take-home
assignments

Poster
presentations

Research
reports

Portfolios
and journals

Group work,
presentations

Support Systems
Student Support
High faculty-student ratio
Assigned faculty mentor for each student
Career guidance and placement support
Academic support
English language support course
Basic quantitative skills
Basic computer skills
Faculty Mentorship programme
Faculty members provide academic mentoring
support to the students beyond the classrooms

Campus Life
Azim Premji Universityʼs diverse and inclusive student population keeps the new
campus buzzing with multiple clubs, student committees, sports, and other initiatives.
Accommodation
Student accommodation is provided in the University residences on request.
Community Engagement
The Universityʼs Community Engagement Initiative promotes student engagement with
the local communities (7 panchayats near the campus) in the domains of environmental
sustainability, agriculture, education, health, and traditional crafts. Students can utilize
this immensely valuable opportunity to engage with local communities and enrich their
own multi-dimensional learning.

Our Faculty
Members of the faculty include accomplished academicians, researchers, teachers, and
experienced education practitioners. They facilitate a vibrant and collaborative learning
environment that encourages dialogue, builds critical thinking and competencies for action.

Financial Aid
We believe that everybody should have a chance for admission despite
financial constraints. We oﬀer scholarships and other forms of financial assistance.

Students with family income
less than Rupees 2 lakhs

Full fee waiver on tuition
and accommodation charges

Students with family income band of
Rupees 2 lakhs to 7 lakhs per annum

Partial scholarships covering
tuition and accommodation

All working professionals with 3+ years of
work experience after graduation

50% waiver on tuition fee

We oﬀer group insurance for students that includes life, hospitalisation,
and accident insurance, without any additional charges.

More than 1000 M.A Ed students have graduated so far
and are contributing in diﬀerent areas of education action
and intervention in the country.

Career Opportunities
Where can you work after the programme?
NGOs and schools
Social enterprises and other educational initiatives
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and philanthropic foundations
Research and advocacy organisations
Government organisations
Typical work responsibilities include Programme Management,
Curriculum design, Curricular material development, Assessment
planning, Content development, Research and advocacy etc.

Student-led social enterprises
The programme also encourages students to become social entrepreneurs who are capable of
innovative thinking and implementing path-breaking solutions. In addition to elective courses
on social entrepreneurship, the University has also established a Social Enterprise Cell to
assist students with innovative enterprise ideas. More than 30 of our alumni have established
their own social enterprises.

Placements

Over 300 organisations have participated in the campus placements so far. These range
from large philanthropic foundations, grassroots organisations, research and advocacy
institutions, CSR organisations, and quasi-government bodies. 1000 students have
graduated so far from the M.A Education programme and a majority of them are currently
working in the education sector, reflecting their social commitment. Some of them
have also pursued further higher education avenues.

Alumni speak
In my learning journey, I experienced the full essence of learning only
at Azim Premji University. The world-class professors showed me how
to facilitate by engaging your students in learning. The course M.A
Education helped me dive into the gaps and problems in our nation.
I took the path of working with School leaders because of the
confidence I gained from specialized courses like School Organization
Leadership Management. I am still connected with my professors and
my batchmates also the batch before and after mine, and these
people make my journey in the education space even more impactful.
Always grateful to the university for what I gained.
-Ram Prakash Krishnan,
2015-17, M.A Education

I joined M.A Education at Azim Premji University because of its
unique combination of electives and the flexibility to choose
based on your interest. Two years at the University improved not
only my knowledge and skills but also made me a better
individual to serve my people. I got great clarity in the education
eco-ecosystem as a whole, I received diﬀerent lenses to look at
problems and situations in the education space which gave me
a broader perspective to design the right solutions for the
ed-space. As an individual leading an organization in the
education leadership space for the last 5 years, I still look back
at the readings and tools to build the capacity of myself and
my team to facilitate better.
-Regila Marinus
2015-17, M.A Education

Ram and Regila founded Vidhya Vidhai foundation,
to equip School Leaders with skills and knowledge.
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