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PASSAGE
In the tense atmosphere of early 1857, a new, disturbing movement came to British attention. A
minor British magistrate in Mathura found four 'dirty little cakes of the coarsest flour' on his desk.
He was told that a 'man had come out of the jungle, given them to the watchman with
instructions to make four more and to take these to the watchman in the next village, who was
to do the same'.
And so began the 'chupatty' movement. Thousands of Indian rotis, with no distinguishing marks
or messages, were mysteriously passed from village to village across north India. The British grew
spooked that the chapattis could travel at a rapid rate of 100 to 200 miles per night, much faster
than the swiftest British mails. With barely 100,000 British ruling over a population of 250 million,
they knew they did not stand a chance if the natives turned on them. Indians believed unholy
items had been mixed into the rotis, to corrupt both the Hindu and Muslim religions. Tension was
simmering and the temperature was soaring as summer approached. Everyone was on edge.
… Even a fleeting spark was bound to create a bonfire. There was talk of a new rifle for the
Company army's use. In the Enfield rifle, the soldier had to tear open the cartridge with his
teeth (because his hands were full), to pour the gunpowder down the barrel before the bullet
was rammed down. For smoothness, the cartridge was greased. When the rifle was first
developed in Britain, the grease used was standard animal tallow (fat). In India, it took on a new
meaning, as the fat was of the cow and the pig. For Hindus, the cow is sacred, and for Muslims,
the pig unclean. So there was absolutely no question of British soldiers putting this foul
cartridge in their mouths.
The British recognized the potentially explosive nature of this problem early on, and replaced
the grease with vegetable fat, but conspiracy theories spread like wildfire in the army ranks,
including rumours that this was intentional, so that the sepoys would be excommunicated and
forced to convert to Christianity.
--The History of India for Children’
Answer all the questions given below: 1. What was the ‘chupatty movement’ and how did it contribute to the simmering
discontent in the summer of 1857?
2. What were the British fears with regard to the ‘chutappy movement’?
3. Which incident from the 19th century is this passage referring to, and what is its
significance to Indian history?
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